Avoidance responding in mice with diabetes mellitus.
In order to examine the behavioral concomitants of the neuroendocrine state of diabetes mellitus, the behavior of diabetic and normal male mice was compared in two behavioral paradigms. Diabetic mice were found to display significantly more passive avoidance to shock and significantly more submissive social behavior as compared to control mice. Furthermore, within the group of diabetic mice, mice showing the most passive avoidance also displayed the most submissive behavior. These findings suggest that diabetes mellitus may have effects on the neuroendocrine system that are manifested as changes in behavior.